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CONFIDENTIAL BERLIN 541 1 

E.0. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SPON, PFOR, GE, CZ, PINS 

SUBJECT: DEMARCHE ON DETENION OF NBC CORRESPONDENT 
REF: STATE 042045, BERLIN 5278( NOTAL) 

1 . DURING CALL ON MFA DEPUTY PRESS CHIEF SIEGFRIED RIECHEL TO 
EXPRESS APPRECIATION HIS COOPERATION IN ASSISTING 

US TELEVISION TEAMS WHICH DESCENDED ON EMBASSY FOR CHANCERY 
OPENING, PAO RAISED WORKING CONDITIONS OF JOURNALISTS IN 
GNEERAL, AND FOCUSED ON DETENTION OF NBC CORRESPONDENT 
LESLIE COLLITT IN DRESDEN FEBRUARY 3. ( AS DEPARTMENT 
AWARE, OWING TO INEXPLICABLE DELAY IN TRANSMISSION 
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EMBASSY CABLE, REFTEL INSTRUCTING EMBASSY MAKE DEMARCHE 
RECEIVED ONLY FEBRUARY 25.) 

2. PAO REVIEWED EVENTS OF COLLITT DETENTIONOF ACTION BY 
CZECH OFFICIALS, AND OF EVENTUAL CONFISCATION OF JOURNALISTS'S 
NOTES AND TAPES - ALL ON GDR TERRITORY AND IN FULL VIEW AND 
OBVIOUS APPROVAL GDR OFFICIAL. PAO EMPHASIZED ACTION 
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REPRESENTED FIRST SUCH PROBLEM IN GDR INVOLVING US 
JOURNALIST AND WAS INCONCSISTENT WITHGENERALLY RECOGNIZED 
RIGHTS OF JOURNALISTS AND WITH 

PRINCIPLES OF HELSINKI DECLARATION , WHICH GDR OFFICIALS 
REPEATEDLY CITE. CONSEQUENTLY. PAO WISHES EXPRESS CONCERN 
OF USG AND DEEP DISAPPOINTMENT THAT PROBLEMS WHICH AROSE IN 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA SHOULD REACH CULMINATION IN GDR. PRESENTATION 
WAS CONCLUDED WITH ANNOUNCEMENT THAT EMBASSY PRAGUE HAD 
OFICIALLY PROTESTED TO GOC. 

3. REICHEL, VISIBLY SUPRPRISED BY SUBSTANCE OF DEMARCHE, 

WHICH WAS DELIVERED IN ALMOST SAME CONGENIAL MANNER AS 
EARLIER EXPRESSION OF GRATITUDE. RESPONDED AT FIRST BY ASKING 
WHETHER PRESENTATION CONSTITUTED OFFICIAL PROTEST. PAO REPLIED 
THAT AS STATED, USG WISHED PROTECT RIGHTS OF AMERICAN 
JOURNALISTS, AND THAT SINCE DETENTION OF COLLITT AND 
IMPOUNDMENT HIS TAPES AND NOTES HAD TAKEN PLACE IN 
DRESDEN, USG WISHED EXPRESS ITS CONCERN TO GDR.AND 

REICHEL COULD GIVE PRESENTATION ANY CHARACTERIZATION HE 
WISHED. 

4. REICHEL SAID HE NOT FAMILIAR WITH ALL FACTS OF CASE BUT 
THAT ACCORDING TO HIS INFORMATION COLLITT HAD VIOLATED 
CZECHOSLOVAK LAW, THEREFORE " I CANNOTACCEPT YOUR 
PROTEST" (THEREBY IDENTIFYING IT AS SUCH). HE WENT ON TO 
SAY THAT IT WAS TRUE THERE HAD NOT BEEN ANY PROBLEMS 

"OF THIS NATURE" WITH US JOURNALISTS, OR WITH COLLITT, WHOM 
KE KNOWS, AND THEN DROPPED THE SUBJECT, AS THE MORE GENERAL 
MATTER OF ACCREDITTION WAS BROACHED. 
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5. COMMENT: REICHEL FLUSHED WHEN COLLITT CASE WAS BROUGHT 
UP. OBVSIOUSLY UNPREPARED FOR ANYTHING BUT PLEASANTRIES AND 
COMPLIMENTS. ATMOSPHERE TENSED UP FOR FEW MOMENTS AS HE 
NERVOUSLY ATTEMPTED RESPOND. HOWEVER, OUR POINTS WERE 
CAREFULLY REGISTERED, AND ITIS DOUBTFUL MATTER WLL BE 
PURSUED, AND IN FACT, HE WAS CLEARLY RELIEVED WHEN APO 
RETURNED TO QUESTION OF ACCREDITATION. END COMMENT. 

6. REICHEL REITEREATED EARLIER KNOWN STAND OF NON-ACCREDITATION 
BONN AND BERLIN-BASED US AND WESTERN JOURNALISTS, ON 

GRUNDS THAT " THEY TOO INDOCTRINATED WITH FRG PROPAGANDA 
AGAINST GDR." HE SAID THAT ACCREDITATION AS GDR DESIRED 
WAS PROCESSING AND WHEN ASKED TO ELABORATE, IDENTIFIED AP, 

AFP, ITALIAN NEWS AGENCY AND CPUSA'S DAILY WORLD AS 
HAVING FULL ACCREDITATION, WITH ONE YEAR, MULTI-ENTRY VISAS. 
CONCERNING PENDING ACCREDITATION OF UPI VIENNA-BASED 
CORRESPONDNENT, HE SAID HE THOUGHT IT WAS BEING PROCESSED. 
REICHEL CLAIMED THAT GDR WAS MORE GENEROUS THAN USG, 
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POINTING OUT THAT GDR CORRESPONDNENTS IN US HAD 
SINGLE ENTRY VISAS WHICH HAD TO BE RENEWED EVERY THREE MONTHS. 
PAO COMPARED TERRITORY OF GDR AND US AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
NEWS COVERAGE, ASKED HOW OFTEN GDR IOURNALISTS NEEDED TRAVEL 
CANADA OR MEXICO, AND WONDERED WHETHER REICHEL COULD IN 
TRUTH CLAIM COMPARABILITY, WHEREUPON SUBIECT DROPPED. 

7. CONCLUDING, PAO ASKED WHETHER NEW ARD CORRESPONDENT 
COMING SOON, AND REICHEL SAID HE HAD HEARD SO, AND IT WOULD BE 
REPORTER PRESENTLY BASED MOSCOW. PAO SAID DURUING HOME LEAVE 
HE HAD BEEN SURPRISED TO READ IN " NEW YORK TIMES" THAT ARD'S 
LOTHAR LOEWE HAD BEEN EXPELLED IN LATE DECEMBER, WHEN 
IT WAS KNOWN THAT LOEWE'S VISA WOULD EXPIRE AT END OF YEAR. IN 
TERMS OF GDR'S IMAGE, WHY COULD NOT THE MATTER SIMPLY WAIT 
ONE MORE WEEK FOR A LESS FLAGRANT SOLUTION? REICHEL 
LEANED FORWARD DRAMATICALLY AND SAID FOR THE SIMPLE 
REASON, WHICH YOU CANNOT KNOW, THAT LOEWE S 
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ACTIVITIES IN THE GDR WERE VERY CLOSE TO ESPIONAGE.” 

POLANSKY 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DETENTION, DEMARCHE, ESPIONAGE, JOURNALISTS, BORDER INCIDENTS, REPRISALS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 02-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977BERLIN0541 1 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770072-1209 
Format: TEL 
From: BERLIN 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 977031 03/aaaadmmo. tel 

Line Count: 141 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: a25388ac-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 STATE 42045, 77 BERLIN 5278 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 24-Jan-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2944762 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: DEMARCHE ON DETENION OF NBC CORRESPONDENT 
TAGS: SOPN, PFOR, PINS, GC, CZ, NBC, (COLLITT, LESLIE) 

To: STATE USIA 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/a25388ac-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



